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e’re in a cramped, 

starkly lit dressing room 

beneath London’s Islington 

Academy venue, and 

Katzenjammer are about 

to play the biggest gig of their 2012 UK 

tour. The all-girl four-piece from Oslo are 

famous for their raucous shows, which 

sound something like a drunken hoedown 

in a Bavarian beer hall. 

Anne Marit Bergheim, Marianne Sveen, 

Solveig Heilo and Turid Jørgensen came 

together in 2005, when Bergheim invited 

the group to play some old instruments 

she’d found in her basement. In their live 

shows, they now play up to 28 different 

contraptions – from ukuleles to Balkan 

zithers – which they swap for fun, as 

well as sharing vocal duties. Take the 

feisty, tattooed Sveen, who wields a 

giant balalaika (a triangular Russian string 

instrument) that covers half her body, and 

also plays guitar, drums, keyboard and 

ukulele, on top of singing. 

The UK is lapping it up, as sell-out 

shows attest. “We’ve got something of 

a cult following over here, which is nice, 

because Brits have seen it all and can 

be hard to impress,” says Heilo, 

who sports messed-up blond hair, a 

Bollywood-style forehead jewel and a 

retro-ironic tweed dress. 

Sveen adds: “It’s liberating to know 

we’re a hit here not because we’re a 

certain product, but because of our 

diversity. We really don’t pay attention 

to what music or style is popular. We just 

play what we love.”   

And with that, they’re waving at us as 

the doors close on the Islington Academy’s 

grimy lifts. When they reach the top, 

they’ll hit the stage and play a typically 

barnstorming gig. Bergheim will charm 

the audience with her attempt at cockney 

slang, and Solveig will fl ash her backside to 

the audience, “because now you’ve seen 

it, it’s not interesting anymore”. The same 

can’t be said for Katzenjammer.

Norwegian fl ies direct to London Gatwick 
from more than 20 destinations
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Are these girls Norway’s 
most riotous export?
Meet Katzenjammer, a feisty all-girl group from Oslo who 
play 28 instruments during their raunchy live shows

Above⁄Katzenjammer, from left: Turid Jørgensen, Solveig Heilo, Marianne Sveen and Anne Marit Bergheim

Left⁄Getting ready to rock London's Islington Academy
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